
EINSTEIN 
 

A MAN of  GENIUS 
 

AB Productions  
presentS 

A documentarY BY  

NadEge DEMANEE 
 

HD – 52 min 



SYNOPSIS 

If there is a genius who does not need any introduction, it is indeed Albert Einstein.  

 
Physicist, philosopher, humanist, Nobel Prize… Einstein influenced mankind and was elected Person 
of the 20th Century by the American newspaper “Time” in front of Roosevelt and Gandhi. 
 
A title he initially owes to the theory of relativity. 
 
In 1915, Albert Einstein shakes the laws of the universe: time and space are relative: one meter is 
not a meter everywhere and a second does not always last a second. To come to this astonishing 
conclusion, it took him 36 years… 
 
From the discovery of the compass at the age of 5 years-old to the Theory of Relativity, his 
intelligence was forged through his life experiences and his thoughts. A surprising intelligence that 
some would describe as outstanding and exceptional. 
  
What path did he take?  
Which scientific discoveries enabled him to build little by little the theory of relativity?  
Which observations, which thoughts, which deductions enabled him to present laws going against 
everything people believed in up to that point? 
  
With the help of historians of sciences, philosophers, physicists… this 52 minutes documentary will 
try to explain how one of the most powerful brains of the 20th Century worked. 



Original manuscript of Einstein 's Theory of Relativity 

In Novembre 1915, Einstein, describes his theory of General Relativity 
to the Prussian Academy of Sciences. 



INTENTION NOTE 
  

“ What is essential in the life of a man of my kind is what he thinks and 
how he thinks, and not what he does or suffers. ” 

 

Albert Einstein 

Albert Einstein is certainly the most famous scientist in the world.  

 
Never another scientist appealed to the Public this way. However, at the origin of all that is a 
theory that only a few, even among the scientists, did not understand at the time: the Theory 
of Relativity.  
 
Still today, everyone salutes the genius of Albert Einstein without really knowing why. At most 
we known that he revolutionized the laws of the universe but we are not even sure everyone 
knows that the most concrete application of the Theory of Relativity known today is in an 
object we use daily: our GPS. 
 
Albert Einstein is a Genius. But what does one really know about this Genius?  
Was Albert Einstein so intelligent that he managed to easily question every certainties of his 
time, established since Newton and Galileo? Or did he use logical deductions from studies 
previously made? How was his reflection built? Which were his influences? 





A film binding History and personal stories 
 
 

“EINSTEIN, FROM THE MAN TO THE GENIUS” is first of all the story of a man. A story that many 

biographers throughout the world tried to write. We could believe that this task is easy, this man 
having written so many letters and other more literary projects. Yet, many blanks in his story remain 
due to the myth his family and his friends tried to maintain as well as the fact he was a secret man. 
 
And to immerse oneself in the story of Albert Einstein, it is also necessary to be immersed in the 
History. The historical context is of primary importance for Einstein's ideas. To illustrate the birth of 
the electro-dynamism with the first emissions of airwaves, the development of the rail network and 
the hours’ synchronization problem, or the story of the man himself, we will use archive images, 
videos and photographs. 
 
We will also follow Albert Einstein's footsteps, in Bern and Zurich, where we will shoot scenes which 
will make it possible to evoke the various moments of his life: his teenage years, his studies, his work 
at the patents office and his time off which were above all moments of deep reflection. When proven 
necessary, we will age the image in order to remain precise in the story. 



A scientific film 
 

The Theory of Relativity is a quite complicated 

theory. In the same way, to illustrate certain 
concepts such as the absence of gravity or the 
universe, we use archive images from the CNES, 
ESA, CNRS or NASA. 

 

A film on the nature  
of the universe 

Sky, stars but also fields, mountains, hills, bits of grass being caressed by the wind, and the hiss of 

the water… Nature is a fundamental element for Einstein, an element that makes him think, an 
element that he likes to observe and which brings him as many questions as answers. We bring 
these elements to life as well as possible to illustrate their importance in his life as well as in his 
research. We will not forget the bright sun in a blue sky, well-known symbol of a Creator Einstein 
always denied the existence, but to whom he refers by provocation most likely. 

The tone 

The suspense will be present throughout the film, when talking 

about Albert Einstein's professional hopes, which often failed, or 
his fears for his private life.  
We will not hesitate to play with merry and light notes to 
illustrate Einstein's certainty, humor and perseverance. 
 

 
 





DIRECTOR’s NOTE 

“EINSTEIN, FROM THE MAN TO THE GENIUS” is above all the story of an extraordinary man's train 

of thoughts and the theory which made him famous.  
 
  

A man, a theory 
 

To tell this story, it is as important to go through History as science, to question historians of 

sciences, physicists or philosophers because we should not forget that Albert Einstein questioned the 
laws of the universe, invisible… a metaphysical sphere. 
  
But the first person who can give us his point of view is Albert Einstein himself. Indeed, in his 
autobiographical notes published at the end of his life, it tries to self analyze his thoughts. And he 
also left an abundant correspondence, which we will not hesitate to use when relevant. 
 
We will be in Einstein's head, looking through his eyes at the world, his life events, as often as 
possible. When it is the case, we will film through a subjective camera: Albert Einstein will appear in 
the landscape he sees when walking or in his hand which writes his analysis or his letters… 
 
  
  
 



Specialists : 
 
• Peter Galison, Professor in History of Science and Physics at Harvard University. And author of 

“Einstein's clocks and Poincaré's maps: empires of time”  

• Thibaud Damour, Professor of Theoretical Physics, specialist of the General Relativity. He 

received the Einstein Medal in 2005 of the Albert Einstein-Gesellschaft in Bern. He is also the 
author of several books on Albert Einstein, whose «  Once Upon Einstein  ».  

• Michel Paty, Philosopher and author of « Einstein philosophe : La physique comme pratique 

philosophique »  

• Hans Rudolf Ott, professor of Physics and member of the Laboratory for Solid-State Physics at 

the ETH Zurich  
 
They will give us their analysis on how this Genius thought and how he built the Theory of Relativity. 
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